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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to 
Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by 
marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance enter 
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1. Name of Property 



historic name Eugene Field Park 



other names/site number Central Park, Park #41 


2. Location 


street & number 


SI 00 North Ridgeway Avenue 




Not for publication 


city or town 


Chicago 




vicinity 


state Illinois 


code IL county Cook 


code 031 


zip code 60625 



3. State/Federal Agency Certification 



As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1 966, as amended, I hereby certify that this V ' 

nomination __ — request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in tfieNational 
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the 
property y \ meets does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 

nationally ___ statewide pC l ocally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of certifying official jy ate 

Illinois Historic Preservation Agency 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. ( See 

continuation sheet for additional comments.) 



Signature of commenting or other official 



Date 



State or Federal agency and bureau 



American Indian Tribe 



Eugene Field Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



4. National Park .Service Certification 



I, hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

entered in the National Register 

See continuation sheet. ~ 

determined eligible for the 

National Register 

See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 

National Register 



removed from the National Register 



other (explain): 



5. Classification 



Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

private 

X public-local 

public-State 

public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

building(s) 

X district 

site 

structure 

object 

Number of Resources within Property 

(Do not include previously listed resources in the count) 

Contributing Noncontributing 
1 0 buildings 

1 2 sites 

11 5 structures 

0 2 objects 

13 9 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Historic Resources of the Chicago Park District 



Eugene Field Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



6. Function or Use 



Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

LANDSCAPE/ park 

RECREATION AND CULTURE/ outdoor recreation 
RECREATION AND CULTURE/ sports facility 
OTHER/ field house 



7, Description 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Tudor Revival 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
Foundation Concrete 
Roof Asphalt 

Walls Brick 

other Vegetation 



Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) 



Eugene Field Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

— X — A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns 
of our history. 

B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 

_X__ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

B removed from its original location. 

C a birthplace or a grave. 

D a cemetery. 

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

F a commemorative property. 

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 

Entertainment/ Recreation 
Social History 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 1925 to 1956 Significant Dates 1930 
Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) N/A 
Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Hatzfeld, Clarence, architect 

Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation 
sheets.) See continuation sheets 



Eugene Field Park 

Name of Property 



Cook County, Illinois 

County and State 



9. Major Bibliographical References 



(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. 

previously listed in the National Register 

previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 

State Historic Preservation Office 

Other State agency 

Federal agency 

Local government 

University 

_X_ Other 

Name of repository Chicago Park District 

10. Geographical Data ~ 



Acreage of Property 1 6 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

1 3 

2 4 

_X_ See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

See continuation sheets 

Boundary Justification 

(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 



See continuation sheets 



Eugene Field Park 


Cook County, Illinois 


Name of Property 


County and State 


11. Form Prepared By 



name/title Julia S. Bachrach 
organization Chicago Park District 
street & number 541 N. Fairbanks Ave. 
city or town Chicago state 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: “ 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner " ~ 

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) “ 

name Timothy J. Mitchell. General Supt. and CEO, Chicago Park District 



street & number 541 N. Fairbanks telephone 




Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National 
Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, 
and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the 
National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per 
response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and 
reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, 
Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and 
the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 



date 1/20/06 

telephone (312) 742-4698 
IL zip code 60611 
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Narrative Description 

Eugene Field Park is a 16 acre site located at 5100 north and 3700 west in Chicago. The site was 
created by the Albany Park District, one of 22 park commissions consolidated into the Chicago Park District in 
1934. The Albany Park District formed in 1917 to provide neighborhood parks and improve and maintain 
streets, walkways, and parkways for its Northwest side community. The small park district had difficulties in 
purchasing land for park development. It finally made its initial purchases for Eugene Field (Central) and 
Kiwants (East) Parks in 1923. The earliest improvements to Eugene Field Park were made in 1925; however, 
land acquisition continued throughout the history of the park, the most recent extension having occurred 
between 2001 and 2005. Landscape gardener Henry J. Stockmans prepared the original plan for Eugene Field 
Park. Consulting architect Clarence Hatzfeld made various recommendations about park development and 
designed the footbridge and field house, which were both completed by 1930. 

Eugene Field Park consists of 22 resources: 13 contributing and 9 non-contributing. The contributing 
resources include one building, eleven structures; and one site consisting of landscape, athletic fields, plantings, 
and pathways. Among the park’s non-contributing features are two sites. The Chicago Park District acquired ' 
these parcels of land in efforts to increase the amount of publicly owned open space in this area along the North 
Branch of the Chicago River. The 1 .4 acre parcel was previously part of Bohemian National Cemetery and lies 
north of Foster Avenue. The 1.83 acre parcel lies to the northeast of the intersection of West Foster Avenue and 
Pulaski Avenue. Although, West Foster Avenue divides the north parcel from the older part of the park, and the 
west parcel is not contiguous, the Chicago Park District considers the added land an expansion to Eugene Field 
Park. 



Over the years, Eugene Field Park has continuously adapted to the frequently changing needs of the 
surrounding community while retaining a high level of integrity. The property retains a great deal of fabric 
dating from its period of significance, and is primarily composed of contributing features. In order to clearly 
describe the park and show that it retains sufficient integrity to be listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, three corresponding plans are submitted as part of this nomination: a 1940 Topographic Survey and 
General Plan [A]; a 1948 plan, entitled Rebuilding of Outdoor Facilities & Development of Park Extension ; and 
a 1979 Chicago Park District Plot Plan [C], Three aerial photos are also attached to help define the contributing 
and two non-contributing parcels. 

Eugene Field Park’s stately brick field house [1] is located south of the North Branch of the Chicago 
River facing North Ridgeway Avenue [A], Architect Clarence Hatzfeld designed the structure in 1928. It was 
fully constructed and opened to the public in 1930. Its Tudor Revival style is articulated through its steeply 
pitched cross-gables, half timbering, pattered brick, multi-paned windows and crenulated cornice at the facade’s 
north bay. 
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The field house is a two-story structure with a basement. Originally serving as the headquarters of the 
Albany Park District, as well as a cultural and recreational center; today, it is deemed a cultural center, focusing 
on the arts and drama while also providing athletic programming. The building had a gymnasium, assembly hall 
(with stage), numerous clubrooms and classrooms, a kitchen and offices. T-sbaped in plan, it has cross-gabled 
roofs with overhanging eaves. Originally, the roof was slate; however, today it is composed of asphalt tiles. 

The building is composed of wire cut brick in variegated shades of orange, red, and brown. Random pieces of 
rusticated limestone appear sporadically along the facades of east portion of the building (which extends north 
to south and could be considered the top of the T-shaped plan). These facades also have stucco and half- 
timbering at the gable ends. 

The front entrance is symmetrically placed with the center of the primary (east) facade fronting onto 
North Ridgeway Avenue. Several steps lead up to three arched openings flanked by a pair of blind arches. The 
three arches open to a vestibule and the entrance is set back. A mosaic mural is located in this vestibule. 
Produced by children from Eugene Field Park under the guidance of Gerry Lang of the Chicago Public Art 
Group, the mural is composed of multi colored fired ceramic pieces. At the second level of the center bay, there 
is a balcony extending across the three arched openings and two blind arches. All five arches have irregularly 
placed limestone quoins. The balcony rests on a series of brackets. It has an ornamental metal railing. There is 
a doorway leading to the balcony located above the front doorway at the first floor of the building. The double 
doors are multi-paned and topped with multi-paned transoms. This fenestration is repeated in the two sets of 
casement windows surrounded by multi-paned transoms flanking the center doorway. In recent years, the 
Chicago Park District installed canvas awnings in metal frames above all five of these openings. 

The primary faipade’s two outer bays project forward. The south bay is a double intersecting gable, and 
the north bay is a single intersecting gable. The double intersecting gable has stucco and half timbering within 
the gable ends. The timber elements extend downward to frame and divide the windows. The fenestration on 
both the first and second stories consists of three multi-paned casement windows. There is stucco between the 
first story and second story windows. Today, there is a mural mounted in this area. The mural was a children’s 
art project and is considered temporary. At the foundation level, there are three double hung windows that 
provide light to the basement of the field house. 

The north bay has half timbering and stucco only within the pediment area of its gable end. At the first 
story, there is a large multi-paned window (composed of two casement windows with fixed transoms above and 
between). There are two double hung windows at the foundation level. The windows are placed within a brick 
projecting bay. There are random pieces of rusticated limestone, particularly along the edges of the projecting 
bay. A smooth string course extends across the brick between the foundation level and the first story. Another 
smooth string course extends across the top of the first story window, above an awning that matches the five 
awnings that are located on the second story of the building. Above the stringcourse is a crenulated cornice 
composed of brick and limestone. 
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The rear portion of the building extends east to west. It has a gabled roof with a jerkin-head at the west 
end. The fa?ades of this portion of the building do not have the half-timbering. The north and south facades 
have windows only at the second story and foundation level. The upper casement windows have multi-panes 
similar to those of the windows at the primary facade. There are two double hung windows at the foundation 
level beneath each multi-paned window at the second story. The windows are placed within recessed brick 
areas forming rectangular patterns. Within each recessed vertical rectangle, there is handsome brick work. This 
pattern is repeated in the west fa?ade; however, here there are no windows at the second story level. 

The field house has many fine interior details such as terrazzo floors, decorative brackets in the hallway, 
exposed trusses and original lighting fixtures in the auditorium, and a marble niche for the water fountain on the 
second story. Also on the second story level, there are two noteworthy paintings. One is a portrait of Eugene 
Field signed by artist Joshua Holland in 1 94 1 . The other is a mural entitled “The Participation of Youth in the 
Realm ot the Fine Arts. It also dates to the WPA period and is believed to have been produced by students of a 
Chicago Park District art class. Both paintings have recently been conserved by the Chicago Conservation 
Center. 



The circular drive [2] in front of the field house aligns with North Ridgeway Avenue. This roadway 
configuration has existed in the park since 1930, when the field house was completed or even earlier [A]. 
Historically, there was a sunken fountain and planter with rocky edging within the circular lawn. Today, there 
are three ornamental trees and several boulders on the circular lawn. 

Historically, the landscape [3] east of the field house on the south side of the North Branch of the 
Chicago River was a passive area featuring tightly winding paths, trees and shrubs [A], The historic boundary 
was approximately at North Lawndale Avenue; however, the park was extended by approximately . 5-acres east 
to North Monticello Avenue in 1979 [C], The project included improvements to this area such as the extension 
of the pathway, plantings, and installation of several concrete lampposts with acorn luminaries. The City of 
Chicago constructed a bridge [4] over the river at the eastern boundary of the Eugene Field Park in the late 
1990s. This bridge is referred to the as the Carmen Avenue Connector. 

In 2003, the Chicago Park District created a bicycle trail system to link Eugene Field Park with a series 
of open spaces along the river (such as Kiwanis and River parks to the east and Gompers Park to the west). The 
historic paths at the eastern part of the park [3] were removed to make way for the new bicycle path. The bike 
trail [5] links with the Carmen Avenue Connector [4] at the east. It extends west along the south side of the 
field house. Historically, this area had a double oval path with trimmed hedges in the center. The bicycle trail 
is composed of asphalt. It includes concrete lampposts with acorn luminaries matching those that were installed 
in the easternmost part of the park in 1979. 

The North Branch of the Chicago River [6] cuts diagonally through the historic park. During the 1930s. 
the WPA improvements to the park included the construction of a retaining wall on the south bank of the river. 
The project addressed the south side because erosion was more severe here. At that time, the wall was 
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described as a rubble retaining wall [A], It is composed of rectangular concrete blocks of various sizes in 
courses resembling ashlar masonry-. This WPA project included the installation of 4’ high chain link fencing on 
the south side of the river. East of North Lawndale Avenue, additional erosion control methods have been 
installed more recently. These include metal sheet pilings, and concrete and nylon erosion control matting. 
Extending east between the footbridge [7] and the Carmen Avenue Connector [4], there is a V-shaped concrete 
channel on the floor of the river. This was part of a 1940-41 WPA project conducted by the City of Chicago’s 
Department of Rivers and Harbors. Today, the North Branch of the Chicago River remains as an important 
historic and natural feature of the park. Views of the river, however, are largely obstructed by the dense woody 
vegetative growth along the banks and the chain link fencing. The tree canopy along the banks has also caused 
erosion that contributes to the park's problems with flooding. 

Eugene Field Park’s footbridge [7] provides a pedestrian connection for the two sides of the park 
bisected by the river. Hatzfeld designed the footbridge in 1927, and it was constructed the following year. 
Historically, the bridge was quite rustic in its appearance. An arched wooden deck extended over the metal 
support beams. It had rough hewn timber rails configured in x-shapes. and a covered shelter with timber posts 
at its north and south ends. There were two benches that faced each other beneath each of the footbridge’s 
shelters. In 1942, the Chicago Park District substantially rebuilt the footbridge, retaining the shelters, but 
replacing the original rails with metal pipe rails. It is uncertain as to when the shelters were removed. In 1995, 
the Chicago Park District rebuilt the footbridge again, retaining the original structural steel elements. Today the 
bridge has asphalt covering concrete decking, and chain link fencing in lieu of railings. There are bollards at 
the north and south ends to prevent vehicles from crossing the footbridge. 

Many of the park’s facilities for active recreation are northwest of the field house and south of the river. 
To provide night lighting for the various facilities, the Chicago Park District constructed a floodlight in 1937. 
The 60’ tall metal floodlight tower [8] is still used today and conveys its historic appearance. Historically, there 
was a flag pole with a World War I marker located west of the flood light. After this fell into deterioration, 
community members requested its removal. The park district demolished the war memorial marker in the 
1980s. 



Tennis courts [9] were one of the first features installed in the park, and they have been in the same 
location since 1925 or 1930. Originally, they were enclosed with chain link fencing, as they are today, although 
the courts and fencing have been updated from time to time over the years. Today, there are four tennis courts 
and one combination tennis and volleyball court. 

Just north of the tennis courts is the playground area. Historically, there were two playgrounds 
(presumably one for boys and one for girls) divided by oval paths. Additional features intended for both 
genders (such as wading pool, sandbox, and swings) were north of these two areas, and a small building located 
at the northernmost comer, just south of West Foster Avenue. The building was first used as a garage, then as 
the park’s first field house, and later provided a meeting room and restrooms. The park district demolished this 
structure in 1975. 
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In the early 1950s [B], the park district redeveloped the playground area. The historic paths were 
removed and replaced with a sand court [10], open shelter [1 1], wading pool [12] and basket ball court [13], 
These features remain in the park and convey their appearance from this period. The open shelter [1 1] is a 
modest structure with a flat roof. Sometime between the 1970s and the late 1980s, the wading pool was 
converted to a spray pool while retaining its form and much of the original concrete (check). The playground 
was updated with the removal of earlier equipment and installation of a soft surface playground in 1991 [14], 
The playground area is enclosed by ornamental fencing, which was a relatively recent addition and deemed a 
non-contributing feature. The basket ball court [13] dates to the early 1950s, although it is not depicted in the 
1948 redevelopment plan [C]. 

The park area north of the Chicago River is composed of a passive landscape [15] on the west side and 
athletic fields [16] on the east side. The passive landscape [14] has a naturalistic design composed of paths, 
groves of trees, and benches. A 1937 survey indicates that there were numerous hawthorn, elm, cottonwood, 
maple, black oak, and ash trees in this area. These trees were probably from the original planting of the area 
and many of the mature trees remain today. The athletic fields on the east side [ 1 6] include a three-acre 
extension that was added in the late 1940s [C], Today, this area is used for soccer, football, and softball. Both 
areas [15, 16] are attractive landscapes that continue to convey their historic character. 

Funding through an Open Land Trust Grant from the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has 
allowed for the expansion of Eugene Field Park by 3.23 acres between 2001 and 2005. The additional areas are 
considered non-contributing sites. A 1 .4-acre crescent-shaped parcel [ 1 7] lies north of West Foster Avenue. 
Previously part of the Bohemian National Cemetery, this site includes the south bank of the river. The other 
non-contributing site [18] is south of West Foster Avenue and lies west of the historic park. It is not contiguous 
to the western boundary of Eugene Field Park at North Avers Avenue. Private property lies between the newly 
acquired western parcel and the historic park. This site [18] is 1.83-acres in size, and is carved into two 
portions by the North Branch of the Chicago River. The Chicago Park District intends to develop the newly 
acquired parcels [17, 18] as passive areas with trees, paths, benches. These will be treated in a naturalistic 
manner with emphasis on views of the North Branch of the Chicago River. 

Today, Eugene Field Park retains a strong degree of historic integrity. The park provides many of the 
same programs as it did historically. It has also adapted to modern needs, while retaining much of its historic 
fabric. The park’s new elements such as the bike path. Carmen Avenue Connector, and new landscape areas do 
not detract from the park s historic character. Eugene Field Park continues to convey its naturalistic character 
along the banks of the North Branch of the Chicago River and remains a valuable cultural and recreational asset 
to the Albany Park community. 
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Eugene Field Park List of Historic Resources 
Contributing Resources 



Field House (1) 



Buildings 



Sites 



Landscape (3) — 
includes athletic field (15), 
walkways, and semi-circular 
drive(2) 



Eugene Field Park, Cook County, Illinois 



Non-contributing Resources 



2 Landscape extensions to park (17, 18) 



Structures 



5 Tennis Courts (9) 
Light Tower(8) 
Spraypool (12) 

Sand court (10) 
Shelter (1 1) 
Basketball Court (13) 
Old River Wall (6) 



Soft Surface Playground (14) 
Footbridge (7) 

Parking Lot 
Sheet Piling 

Carmen Ave. Connector (4) 
Bike Trail (5) 



Objects 



Ornamental Fencing 
Chain Link Fencing 




